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a) INTRODUCTION 
 

A levee system (the Project) was constructed at Latrobe to reduce the risk of flooding from 
the Mersey River and Kings Creek to the township of Latrobe. These water courses flow 
past and through the town respectively. The levee system was built around Latrobe 
township’s south-western and southern perimeter as well as a flood gate structure (lower 
Kings Creek) and a peak-flow flood diverter underground culvert system) on Kings Creek at 
Kings Park.  

The Project caused a direct impact to the central north burrowing crayfish (CNBC, Engaeus 
granulatus) which is listed as endangered on the Commonwealth Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). The Project was approved by DAWE 
(now DCCEEW) with conditions. The salvage and translocation of CNBC from the impact 
areas to Offset Sites was required by the Approval.  

Detailed site surveys and assessments for CNBC and the impact the Project was likely to 
have on the species showed a direct impact to 66 burrows for the three CNBC Impact 
Areas at Kings Park, River Road, and Victor Street (see Table 1), and up to 0.064 hectares of 
habitat loss.  

 

Table 1: Habitat and burrows of central north burrowing crayfish directly lost by the Project 

CNBC Impact Area Habitat Loss 
(square metres) 

Burrows Lost 
(number) 

Burrow density 
(number/m2) 

River Road 287.48 47 0.09 
Kings Park 301.67 13 0.04 
Victor Street 46.67 1 0.02 
TOTAL 635.82 66  

 

As a requirement of the Approval, CNBC were planned to be salvaged and translocated 
from the Project Impact Areas to the Offset Sites (see Figure 1) – those CNBC near River 
Road were to be translocated to the River Road Offset Site and those at Kings Park and 
Victor Street were to be translocated to the Kings Park Offset Site.  
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Figure 1: Map of offset site 
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b) DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES 
 

Two Offset Sites – River Road and Kings Park (Figure 1) - were chosen after careful 
consideration of the land tenure and long-term security prospects of the site, potential for 
habitat at the site to be enhanced and/or habitat areas created and sustained for the long-
term for CNBC and the quantum of the residual impact needing to be offset.  

River Road Offset Site 

The Offset Site (Figure 1) is located on the junction of River Road and Last Street West, with 
an existing access from Last Street West. The location has been used for the temporary 
housing of horses by those participating in the Tasmanian Trail – Latrobe is on the route 
from Devonport to Dover.  

The Offset Site was established by 6 September 2022, and CNBC translocated to it on 9 
December 2022. 

Kings Park Offset Site 

The Offset Site at Kings Park (Figure 1) has several stormwater inputs and is a naturally 
damp area with shallow topographic depressions adjacent to Kings Creek (so water table 
is not very deep) and there was an opportunity to deepen the existing water pooling areas.  
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c) COMPLIANCE TABLE 
Part A – Conditions specific to the action (note – assessment of compliance includes period from commencement of action 
until 30 June 2026) 

Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance Evidence/Comments 

1 The approval holder must not clear more than 
0.064 hectares of Central North Burrowing 
Crayfish habitat within the project area. 

Compliant No more than 0.064ha of Central North 
Burrowing Crayfish habitat was cleared during 
the project.  

2 The approval holder must not clear or construct 
outside of the project area. 

Compliant Construction work at Kings Park and River Rd 
have been completed only within the project 
area.  

3 The approval holder must carry out habitat 
creation and enhancement within the offset 
areas.  

Compliant Construction work at Kings Park and River Rd 
have been completed only within the project 
area. 

4 The approval holder must place the offset areas on 
the Latrobe Council’s asset register as a 
bushland reserve prior to commencement of the 
action, and must maintain their status on the 
register for the duration of the approval.  

Compliant Offset areas are captured on Council Asset 
Register (Attachment 6). 

5 The approval holder must ensure that the offset 
areas are zoned as either ‘Open Space Zone’ or 
‘Environmental Management Zone’ as described in 
the Latrobe Interim Planning Scheme 2013 for the 
duration of the approval. 

Compliant Both offset sites are currently zoned as ‘Open 
Space’.  

6 To minimise impacts to the Central North 
Burrowing Crayfish, the approval holder must 

Non-compliant Qualified ecologists (Richard Barnes and Drs 
Colin McCoul from Van Diemen Consulting 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance Evidence/Comments 

engage a suitably qualified ecologist to salvage 
and translocate all Central North Burrowing 
Crayfish present in the project area within three 
months prior to the commencement of the action. 

(VDC) Pty Ltd) completed translocation of two 
CNBC found within the River Road impact area to 
the River Road offset site on 10 November 2022 
(Attachment 3 & 7). This occurred roughly 3 
months after commencement of the action on 25 
July 2022. The department issued a notification 
of non-compliance (Attachment 8) on this issue. 
In response, Latrobe Council acknowledged the 
notification and agreed not to undertake any 
further work until CNBC were salvaged and 
translocated (Attachment 9).  

A further two CNBC were salvaged from 
Sammy’s Creek and were translocated to the 
Kings Park offset site (Attachment 3). As these 
CNBC were salvaged under the Unexpected 
Discovery Procedure, the three-month prior 
condition did not apply to them.  

7 Within 6 weeks following salvage and 
translocation of the Central North Burrowing 
Crayfish, the approval holder must provide a report 
to the department that specifies the number of 
Central North Burrowing Crayfish that have been 
identified by a suitably qualified ecologist as: 

a) successfully salvaged, 
b) successfully translocated, 
c) euthanised during salvage and 

translocation, and 
d) died during salvage and translocation. 

Compliant Richard Barnes and Drs Colin McCoul from VDC 
were contracted to translocate four CNBC found 
within the project area. All four CNBC were 
successfully translocated with no deaths. A 
report on the translocations was provided to the 
department in 2023 (Attachment 3).  



Latrobe Levee Project (EPBC 2020/8846)                                              Annual Compliance Report – 16 October 2026
   

9 
 

Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance Evidence/Comments 

8 The approval holder must implement the OMMP.  Non-compliant The OMMP (Attachment 5) has had most of its 
actions successfully implemented by the time of 
the latest monitoring report for the 2025/26 
financial year (Attachment 1 Table 4, 5, 7, 8). 
However, it was noted that weed control at both 
offset locations is currently not sufficient to 
control the ongoing weed growth. It is 
recommended that a weed spraying program be 
implemented using chemicals that will not harm 
the local CNBC. Other issues also noted in the 
offset areas include the loss of some plantings 
and a hole which formed in one of the basins in 
the Kings Park Offset Site causing leakage. It is 
recommended that the hole be fixed by Mid-
November 2026 and that additional plantings to 
replace losses be performed in the winter of 
2027.  

9 To adequately monitor the success of the OMMP, 
the approval holder must engage a suitably 
qualified ecologist to: 

a. Conduct burrow counts and photopoint 
monitoring of the translocation areas 
within 24 hours after the completion of 
salvage and translocation, and at 2, 6, 12, 
and 26 weeks after the completion of 
translocation. 

b. Conduct burrow counts and photopoint 
monitoring of the offset areas at 6, 12, 36, 
52 weeks after the completion of salvage 

a. Compliant 

b. Compliant 

c. Non-
Compliant 

a. Richard Barnes and Drs Colin McCoul 
from VDC have conducted monitoring 
within the translocation areas for each of 
the required time periods (Attachment 1, 
Table 2).  

b. Richard Barnes and Dr Colin McCoul 
from VDC have conducted monitoring 
within the offset areas for each time 
period. Reporting data can be found in 
the Offset Site Monitoring Report 
(Attachment 1 Part B, Part C) and the 
Salvage and Translocation Reporting 
(Attachment 2 & 3). Note, reporting for 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance Evidence/Comments 

and translocation, and then once every 12 
months until five years after the 
completion criteria are met. 

c. Conduct burrow counts and photopoint 
monitoring at burrows and Central North 
Burrowing Crayfish habitat within the 
indirect impact monitoring areas one 
week prior to the commencement of the 
action, at 1, 36 and 52 weeks after the 
completion of construction, and then once 
every 12 months for 3 years.   

the 6 week period was not originally 
included in the Salvage and Translocation 
reports due to no change in activity 
between 6 and 12 weeks. The 6 week 
reporting was included in the latest 
Offsite Monitoring Report, however, to 
ensure compliance with conditions. 

c. Richard Barnes and Drs Colin McCoul 
from VDC have conducted monitoring 
within the indirect impact areas for 
predevelopment, 52 weeks and 12 
months for 3 year time periods 
(Attachment 1, 2, 3). However, there is a 
lack of photopoints and burrow counts 
for the 1 and 36 week periods as well as 
no burrow count data for the 52 week 
period.  

 

10 If Central North Burrowing Crayfish burrows or 
Central North Burrowing Crayfish habitat within 
the indirect impact monitoring areas are found to 
be degraded, the approval holder must, within two 
months of such detection, submit to the 
department for the Minister’s approval, a revised 
version of the OMMP describing the extent and 
cause of the degradation and proposed 
contingency actions (if necessary) to ensure that 
within 2 years, the Central North Burrowing 
Crayfish burrow counts and Central North 

Not applicable Condition not triggered 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance Evidence/Comments 

Burrowing Crayfish habitat return to their 
condition prior to commencement of the action.  

i. If within two months of submission of 
the revised OMMP to the department, 
the revised version of the OMMP is 
found to be inadequate by the Minister, 
the Minister may approve a version of 
the OMMP revised by the department. 
The approval holder must then 
implement the approved OMMP for the 
remainder of the life of this approval.   

11 The approval holder must meet the completion 
criteria within 10 years from the commencement 
of the action. If the completion criteria are not 
met within this time, within 3 months, the approval 
holder must submit to the department for 
approval, a revised OMMP that incorporates 
proposed adaptive management measures that 
will ensure that completion criteria are met.  

i. If within two months of submission of 
the revised OMMP to the department, 
the revised version of the OMMP is 
found to be inadequate by the Minister, 
the Minister may approve a version of 
the OMMP revised by the department. 
The approval holder must then 
implement the approved revised OMMP 
for the remainder of the life of this 
approval and the completion criteria 

Not applicable Condition has not yet been triggered 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance Evidence/Comments 

must be met at least 12 months prior to 
the expiry date of this approval.  

 

Part B – Standard admirative conditions 

Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance Evidence/Comments 

Notification of date of commencement of the action 

12 The approval holder must notify the department in 
writing of the date of commencement of the 
action within 10 business days after the date of 
commencement of the action.  

Compliant Department was notified on the commencement 
of action on 25 July 2022.   

13 If the commencement of the action does not 
occur within 5 years from the date of this approval, 
then the approval holder must not commence the 
action without the prior written agreement of the 
Minister. 

Not applicable Action commenced within 5 years of approval 
date 

Compliance records 

14 The approval holder must maintain accurate and 
complete compliance records. 

Compliant A list of previous compliance materials can be 
found in the Attachments. In addition, once this 
Compliance Table has been developed, it will be 
checked quarterly by an external consultant to 
ensure compliance records are kept up to date.  

15 If the department makes a request in writing, the 
approval holder must provide electronic copies of 

Non-compliant The department has previously been in contact 
with Latrobe Council regarding the provision of 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance Evidence/Comments 

compliance records to the department within the 
timeframe specified in the request. 

Note: Compliance records may be subject to audit by the 
department or an independent auditor in accordance with 
section 458 of the EPBC Act, and or used to verify compliance 
with the conditions. Summaries of the result of an audit may be 
published on the department’s website or through the general 
media.  

compliance records. Latrobe Council is currently 
in the process of creating a compliance register 
which will be available by the time this report is 
released.  

Submission and publication of plans 

16 The approval holder must: 

a. submit plans electronically to the 
department 

b. unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the 
Minister, publish each plan on the website 
within 20 business days of the date:  

i. f this approval decision or 
ii. the plan is approved by the 

Minister, 
c. exclude or redact sensitive ecological 

data from plans published on the website 
or provided to a member of the public 

d. keep plans published on the website until 
the end date of this approval. 

a. Non-
compliant 

b. Non-
compliant 

c. Compliant 

d. Compliant 

a. No data could be found on when the plans 
were submitted to the department 

b. OMMP was not published on the Latrobe 
Council website within 20 business days of 
approval. Upon being notified by the 
Department, the OMMP has now been published 
online.  

c. No sensitive material was included within the 
OMMP 

d. OMMP will stay online until approval ends 

Annual compliance reporting 

17 The approval holder must prepare a compliance 
report for each 12 month period following the date 
of commencement of the action, or otherwise in 

a. Non-
compliant 

a. Compliance reports were not previously 
developed for this project. Ongoing compliance 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance Evidence/Comments 

accordance with an annual date that has been 
agreed to in writing by the Minister. The approval 
holder must:  

a. include in compliance reports the results 
of monitoring data collated by a suitably 
qualified ecologist from burrow counts 
and photopoint monitoring conducted at 
the translocation area, offset areas, and 
indirect impact areas, as required under 
Condition 8a, 8b and 8c respectively, and 
any other monitoring data recorded during 
the implementation of the OMMP.  

b. ensure that any monitoring data (including 
sensitive ecological data), surveys, maps, 
and other spatial and metadata required 
under any plans, is prepared in accordance 
with the department’s Guidelines for 
biological survey and mapped data (2018).  

c. publish each compliance report on the 
website within 60 business days following 
the relevant 12 month period 

d. notify the department by email that a 
compliance report has been published on 
the website and provide the weblink for the 
compliance report within 5 business days 
of the date of publication 

e. keep all compliance reports publicly 
available on the website until this approval 
expires 

b. Compliant 

c. Non-
compliant 

d. Non-
compliant 

e. Non-
compliant 

f. Not 
applicable 

g. Not 
applicable 

report will rectify this by including previous 
monitoring data for this project.  

b. Monitoring data is compliant with the 
department’s Guidelines for biological survey 
and mapped data (2018).  

c. Compliance reports were not previously 
developed and hence could not be uploaded to 
the Latrobe Council’s website. All future 
compliance reports are planned to be uploaded 
to the Latrobe Council website within 60 
business days.  

d. Compliance reports were not previously 
developed and hence the department would not 
have received notifications about reports being 
uploaded. Latrobe Council plans to notify the 
department about all future uploaded 
compliance reports withing the required 5 
business days.  

e. No compliance reports have been uploaded on 
the Latrobe Council website. Once compliance 
reports are uploaded, Latrobe Council plans on 
keeping them public until the approval expires.  

f. There is no sensitive ecological data 
associated with this project.  

g. There is no sensitive ecological data 
associated with this project. 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance Evidence/Comments 

f. exclude or redact sensitive ecological 
data from compliance reports published 
on the website 

g. where any sensitive ecological data has 
been excluded from the version published, 
submit the full compliance report to the 
department within 5 business days of 
publication. 

Note: Compliance reports may be published on the 
department’s website. 

Reporting non-compliance 

18 If the approval holder is made aware of an incident, 
they must cease the action immediately. The 
approval holder must not recommence the action 
unless authorised in writing by the Minister. 

Non-compliant On 12 December 2022, Latrobe Council received 
a notification of non-compliance for not 
translocating CNBC before action commenced 
(Attachment 8). Latrobe Council responded by 
agreeing to cease actions until CNBC were 
successfully translocated (Attachment 9).  

19 The approval holder must notify the department in 
writing of any: incident; non-compliance with the 
conditions; or non-compliance with the 
commitments made in plans. The notification must 
be given as soon as practicable, and no later than 2 
business days after becoming aware of the 
incident or non-compliance. The notification must 
specify:  

a. any condition which is or may be in breach 

Non-compliant We acknowledge the previous non-compliance 
in reporting non-compliance incidents. There 
have been further non-compliance incident since 
the Show Cause process and we will keep the 
department updated on any incidents in the 
future.  
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance Evidence/Comments 

b. a short description of the incident and/or 
non-compliance 

c. the location (including co-ordinates), date, 
and time of the incident and/or non-
compliance. In the event the exact 
information cannot be provided, provide the 
best information available. 

20 The approval holder must provide to the 
department the details of any incident or 
noncompliance with the conditions or 
commitments made in plans as soon as 
practicable and no later than 10 business days 
after becoming aware of the incident or non-
compliance, specifying:  

a. any corrective action or investigation which 
the approval holder has already taken or 
intends to take in the immediate future 

b. the potential impacts of the incident or 
non-compliance 

c. the method and timing of any remedial 
action that will be undertaken by the 
approval holder.  

Non-compliant We acknowledge the previous non-compliance 
in reporting non-compliance incidents. There 
have been no further non-compliance incident 
since the Show Cause process and we will 
provide the department with details on any future 
incidents within 10 business day. These reports 
will include the relevant details on the corrective 
action that will be undertaken and possible 
impacts of the incident.  

Independent audit 

21 The approval holder must ensure that independent 
audits of compliance with the conditions are 
conducted as requested in writing by the Minister. 

Not applicable Condition not triggered 
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Condition 
Number 

Condition Compliance Evidence/Comments 

22 For each independent audit, the approval holder 
must:  

a. provide the name and qualifications of the 
independent auditor and the draft audit 
criteria to the department 

b. only commence the independent audit 
once the audit criteria have been approved 
in writing by the department 

c. submit an audit report to the department 
within the timeframe specified in the 
approved audit criteria. 

Not applicable Condition not triggered 

23 The approval holder must publish the audit report 
on the website within 10 business days of 
receiving the department’s approval of the audit 
report and keep the audit report published on the 
website until the end date of this approval. 

Not applicable Condition not triggered 

Completion of action 

24 Within 30 days after the completion of the action, 
the approval holder must notify the department in 
writing and provide completion data. 

Not applicable Action no yet fully completed 
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Attachment 1: OFFSITE MONITORING REPORT (2026) 
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